
History: Knowledge Progression 

 
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

N
u

rse
ry

  

All about me 

Know that humans grow and change as they get 

older 

Know some simple information about 

themselves (name, age, likes/dislikes etc 

 

My family 

Know and talk about some members of their 

own family 

Know who they live with in their home 
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Family and celebrations  

Know some information about themselves 

(name, age, birthday, likes/dislikes etc.) 

Know what a community is  

Know who they live with in their home 

Know about a celebration that is important for 

themselves and their family (birthday, 

Christmas, Diwali etc.) 

History of me 

Know some similarities/difference between 

themselves and others 

Know the order of the school day 

Know that humans grow and change as they get 

older (from baby to adulthood) 

 

 

Living in the past 

Know a simple story from the past focusing on a famous 

historical figure 

Know that life was different in the past   
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Toys 

Know that the toys their grandparents played 
with were different to their own 

Know that toys in the past used to be made out 
of wood and metal 

Know the main differences and similarities 
between toys used in school now and in the time 

Travel and exploration 

Know that some types of transport (cars, bikes, 

planes) have changed over time 

Know that the first person to walk on the moon 

was an American astronaut called Neil 

Armstrong 

Know the events of the moon landing in 1969 

Past and present (local area study) 

Know how our local area (Finham/Coventry) has 

changed over time 

Know some famous landmarks in the local 

area/Coventry 

Know that buildings in the local area have changed 

over time 



of parent and grandparents (hoops, skipping 
ropes, footballs, iPads, Lego etc)  

Know how to say what is the same and what is 
different about toys from different time periods 

Know that Tim Peake was the first British 

astronaut to visit the Space Station 

Know who Christopher Columbus was and why 

his journey was important 

 

Know that the jobs people do have changed over time 
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The Great Fire of London 

Know when and where the fire started 

Know why the fire started and spread so quickly  

Know how housing has changed since 1666 
because of the Great Fire of London 

Lady Godiva 

Know that Lady Godiva was a Saxon born in 
Coventry in 990AD 

Know what Lady Godiva did and how it impacted 
on the people of Coventry 

Know how the local area has changed since Lady 
Godiva was alive 

 

Significant women through history 

Know who Rosa Parks was and what happened 

as a result of her actions 

Know who Emmeline Pankhurst was and what 

happened as a result of her actions 

Know who Florence Nightingale was and what 

happened as a result of her actions (explaining 

how hospitals have changed over time) 

Know that Grace Darling was a Victorian heroine 

 

Knights and Castles 

Know why castles were built  

Know the main features of a medieval castle 

Know how castles were attacked and defended 

Know the different stages of a medieval knight (page, 

squire, knight) and describe their daily routine 

Know that Warwick Castle was first built over 1000 

years ago 
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Ancient Egypt 

Know that the Ancient Egyptian era was roughly 

between 3100BC and 330BC lasting for 3000 

years 

Mayans 

Know about the Maya civilisation and 

understand who they were and when and where 

they lived 

Know about the religious beliefs and practices of 

the Maya people and the gods they believed in 

Ancient Greece 

Know when the Greek empire started and ended 

Know the key features of Ancient Greek society (food, 
daily life, jobs, gods) 



Know the key features of the Ancient Egyptian’s 
society (food, daily life, jobs, pharaohs, 
pyramids, tombs, hieroglyphics) 

Know the religious beliefs of Ancient Egyptians 
and some of the gods they worshipped 

Know the role of a pharaoh in Ancient Egypt 

Know the importance of the River Nile for 
Ancient Egyptians 

Know who Howard Carter was, how he 
discovered the tomb of Tutankhamen in 1922 
and why it was an important discovery 

Know what artefacts were found in 
Tutankhamen’s tomb and what we can learn 
from them 

Know about Egyptian tombs, pyramids, and 
burial sites, including the use of mummification 

 

Know about how the Maya invented and used 

their calendars and number system 

Know about the Maya cities and some of the 

people who explored and documented them 

I know about the Mayan writing system, how 

words are constructed and what codices are 

I know about the food the ancient Maya people 

ate and its religious and cultural significance 

 

 

Know who the Athenians and the Spartans were and 
compare the two city states 

Know the important role the gods and goddesses played 
in Ancient Greek society e.g. Zeus, Hercules, Poseidon, 
Hades, Aphrodite and Athena  

Know the three main types of government of ancient 
Greece: monarchy, oligarchy, and democracy 

Know that the first Olympic games were held in 776 BC 
in Olympia 

Know how to compare the Ancient Greek Olympic sports 
with modern day sports 
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Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age  

Know how Britain changed between the 
beginning of the stone age and 
the iron age 

Know what Stone Henge is 

Know about early farmers and hunter gatherers  

Know how people lived in the Stone Age  

Celts and Iron Age  

Know how Britain changed between the 
beginning of the stone age and 
the iron age 

Know how iron is made  

Know how people lived in the Iron Age including 
Iron Age hill forts 

The Romans 

Know how Rome was founded and grew into the Roman 
Empire 

Know that the Roman occupation followed the Iron Age  

Know when and why the Romans invaded Britain 

Know who the emperor Julius Caesar was and why he 
invaded Britain in 55- 54BC 



Know how bronze is made  

Know the main differences between the stone 
and bronze age  

Know about archaeological sites such as Star 
Carr and Skara Brae 

Know the importance of archaeological work 
when learning about the past 

Know the main differences between the stone, 
bronze and iron ages 

 

 

 

Know who Boudicca was and why she resisted 
the Roman occupation of Britain 

Know about Roman urbanisation (houses, shops, 
workshops, temples, bathhouses)   

Know what impact the Romans had on British society: 
infrastructure, trade and goods, military etc.  

Know what life was like in Roman Britain 

Know why Lunt Roman Fort was built and what it was 
used for 
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The Vikings 

Know where the Vikings originated from, show 
this on a map and know about their invasions of 
Britain 

Know that they travelled in boats called 
longships 

Know that they first arrived in Britain around AD 
787 

Know what everyday life was like in a Viking 
settlement (houses, clothes, diet etc.) 

Know that The Vikings raided places such as 
monasteries and pillaged items to trade 

Know that the Vikings and Anglo- Saxons were 
often in conflict meaning they often battled  

Benin 

Know about how the Kingdome of Benin was 

formed 

Know about the religious beliefs of the people of 

ancient Benin 

Know about why the art of Benin challenged the 

world’s perceptions of African art  

Know about the Story of Eweka, Oba of the 

Benin Kingdom (AD 1180) 

Know how and why the kingdom of Benin 

became powerful and successful 

Know how and why the empire came to an end 

The Saxons 

Know that the last Roman soldiers left Britain in AD410 
and people came in ships across the North Sea – the 
Anglo-Saxons 

Know the Anglo-Saxon age in Britain was from around 
AD410 to 1066 

Know the Anglo Saxons were made up of 3 tribes 
(Angles, Saxons and Jutes) 

Know that during the Anglo-Saxon period Britain was 
divided into many kingdoms  

Know how Anglo Saxons influenced life today (place 
names, art, culture etc.) 

Know what daily village life was like for the Anglo 
Saxons– houses, jobs, children, family life, farming, arts 
and culture 



Know a peace treaty was signed between the 
Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings to give control of 
the northeast of England to the Vikings  

 

 

 

Know that Alfred the Great was a Saxon king known for 
the defence of his kingdom 

Know that one of the most important archaeological 
sites from this era is a burial site at Sutton Hoo 

Know that the Anglo Saxon period ended when the 
Normans invaded Britain in 1066 
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World War 2 

Know when World War 2 started and ended 

Know why World War 2 started 

Know how life changed for British people during 
the war: The Blitz, Anderson shelters, rationing, 
jobs, evacuation etc. 

Know that World War 2 has strong connections 
to our locality and understand the issues 
associated with the period  

Know how the lives of people in Coventry 
changed during WW2   

Know what the Blitz was and how it affected 
Coventry  

Know what rationing was and how it affected life 
on the Homefront  

Know how and why propaganda was used during 
WW2  

Know the importance of the Normandy Landings 
(D Day) in 1944 

Historical Figures  

I know about the lives of Charles Darwin and 

Percy Fawcett and their achievements  

 

Transition Unit  

Know how people have moved for economic reasons 

and the impact this has on people and places 



 


